


24 GEORGIA MAGAZINESumter EMC Newsletter

Protect your family with a Sumter EMC
Weather Radio! Early warning is your 

best defense against storms and 
weather hazards.

veryone has heard it before. Incandescent lights, the
traditional light bulbs for household lamps, are not

energy efficient because they emit more heat than light.
These inefficient bulbs are the same ones used in those
tiny light strands that decorate trees and line houses
during the holidays. These little lights have several
drawbacks, but the amount of electricity they use 
tops the list of reasons to ditch them.

The alternative is light-emitting diode (LED) holiday
lights, which can save you around 90 percent on energy
compared with traditional lights. LED lights aren’t new;
they’re common in digital alarm clocks and traffic lights.
But the technology has just broken into the holiday
lighting world in the last few years.

Manufacturers offer LED lights in strings of 25 to 
150 bulbs in several colors and bulb shapes, including
the icicle-style strings. 

LED lights cost more than incandescents to buy, 
but they are safer and save more energy over their
lifetime. The lights will burn up to 100,000 hours 
indoors and usually are guaranteed up to five years. 
The epoxy-encased bulbs are virtually unbreakable, 
and they don’t get hot to the touch no matter how 
long they burn, eliminating the fire and combustion
hazard plaguing incandescent holiday lights.

Are you eligible for Georgia’s
fuel sales tax exemption?
Are you eligible for Georgia’s
fuel sales tax exemption?

umter EMC would like to remind area farmers to
check their eligibility for an exemption from sales

tax on all fuels, including electricity, purchased for use
in poultry houses, for operating an irrigation system
for farm crops, for greenhouses where floral products
and other plants are grown for resale, and on fuels
used for agricultural purposes. Without exception, 
the electricity must be metered separately for the
exemption to apply.

Direct questions about eligibility to the Georgia
Department of Revenue Sales and Use Tax Division in
Atlanta at (404) 417-6601. The farmer is responsible
for notifying Sumter EMC of his property’s
eligibility and must complete and return a Georgia
Department of Revenue Sales and Use Tax Division
Certificate of Exemption to Sumter EMC.

To print a copy of the exemption certificate, go to
www.etax.dor.ga.gov/salestax/st-a1.pdf. For more
information contact Greg Crowder at Sumter EMC at 
(800) 342-6978.

Still, you should follow safety rules when hanging
LED lights for the holidays. Inspect the cords for defects
before hanging, and only purchase lights with a label
from a reputable testing lab, like Underwriters
Laboratories. Don’t use staples or nails on the wiring,
and keep all wires and cords away from walkways.

You can purchase LED lights at most home
improvement or general-purpose stores. Begin your
safer, more energy efficient holiday with a brand new
set of lights.
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During the winter holidays, the number of
home break-ins skyrockets. Paired with basic
security measures, like locking windows and
dead-bolt doors, a well-lighted home—
inside and out—can deter would-be
robbers. Outdoor lighting lets you and 
law officers scan the property to see if
anything or anyone is around.

Sumter EMC offers a variety of lighting
packages to suit your needs, and you may
qualify to get the first three months’ service
free! After three months of free service you 
will pay a small monthly charge that covers all
electricity used by the light and all routine
maintenance and bulb replacement. For details,
call Customer Service at Sumter EMC.

Help deter holiday criminals
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LED lights save energy, make holidays safer




