





Hurricane season is here - be prepared!

With an above-normal hurricane season
predicted, Sumter EMC wants to make sure that
consumers are prepared for the next hurricane.
Hurricane season runs from June 1 through
November 30, and although a major hurricane
hasn’t hit Georgia directly in over 100 years, the
state has suffered damages at the hands of
hurricanes. In order to be prepared for hazards
present during or after a hurricane, Sumter EMC
wants you to consider the following electrical
safety tips:

Beware of fallen power lines. If you come
upon a fallen power line, assume that it is elec-
trically charged. This includes cable TV feeds.
Call Sumter EMC to report any downed line.

Replace Damaged Cords. Following a
hurricane, look for and replace frayed or
cracked extension and appliance cords, loose
prongs, and plugs.

Beware of exposed outlets. Outlets and
wiring exposed by hurricanes could present a
fire and safety hazard

Leave it to the professionals. If you feel
your house has been damaged, have a licensed
electrician check your home for damage.

If you evacuate. If you decide to evacuate
your home, make sure the house is locked
and the water and electricity is shut off at the
main stations.

If you lose power, take the proper
precautions when using a generator. Place the
generator outside the home as CO fumes are
odorless and can quickly overwhelm you
indoors. Also, never connect generators to
another power source such as power lines. The
reverse flow of electricity or ‘backfeed’ can
electrocute an unsuspecting utility worker.

Sumter EMC maintains a “critical needs” list
of members who depend on life support equip-
ment. If you or any members of your family
depend on any kind of life-support device, notify
Sumter EMC immediately. During unplanned
outages, we will do everything possible to restore
your power on a priority basis, but no utility
company can guarantee uninterrupted service,
so it is very important that you prepare a back-up
plan which can be implemented in the event of
a prolonged outage.

To be placed on Sumter EMC's critical needs
list, please complete and return the attached
form with a statement from your doctor to
Sumter EMC, PO Box 1048, Americus, GA, 31709.

Trustees....cont’d from page 1

members who participate contribute only
pennies each month. Collectively, however, the
pennies donated by Operation Round Up
participants add up to thousands of dollars

per year. Every penny collected is given back to
the local communities within Sumter EMC’s
service area through grants to local schools and
civic or charitable organizations. To date, grants
totaling more than $314,000 have been awarded
from Operation Round Up funds.

If you do not already participate in the
Operation Round UP program, but would like
to, simply call Sumter EMC and ask to be added
to the Operation Round Up donors. It’s an easy,
inexpensive way to make a positive difference
in your community.
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Why come home to a dark yard?
For just pennies a day, you can enjoy the
safety, security and peace-of-mind that
comes from outdoor lighting. Sumter EMC
has a wide variety of outdoor lighting to
suit any need. Call 1-800-342-6978 or
229-924-8041 for more information.
Be sure to ask how you can get the first
three months of service FREE!





