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Delegate’s sights 
set high

Going to Washington, D.C., helped clarify
my future goals. I’ve always known I wanted
to study engineering, but being in
Washington, surrounded by so many beautiful
buildings, made me lean more toward
architectural engineering. I couldn’t believe
some of the things I was seeing! 

I was also most impressed with Mike
Schlappi, a motivational speaker, who after a
tragic shooting accident still found the
strength within himself to inspire millions of
people, both young and old, to never give
up. I have used his message, “Just because
you can’t stand up, doesn’t mean you can’t
stand out” at least a hundred times since I
returned from Washington. Every time I feel a
task or goal is too hard, I just think of Mike and
then tell myself, “Jennifer, you’re not the first
person to face difficulties. Now, get to it!”

After returning from this trip, I feel like 
my life has taken on a whole new direction! 
I am more enthusiastic about everything I’m
involved in, I am more willing to help others,
and I know without a doubt I can do anything
I set my mind to! I know that if I truly want to, 
I will accomplish my goals for the future!

—JENNIFER DILLON
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The most memorable stop:
I most remember our stop at the

Holocaust Memorial Museum. In school,

you learn about all the suffering and pain of

the Holocaust victims, but when you

actually see all the pictures and listen to the

stories, it becomes so much more real and

so much more tragic. When we first

entered the museum, I was given a card

with a person’s name and story on it. By the

time I exited the museum, I had tears in my

eyes because I understood her struggle. I

enjoyed this stop mainly because it made

me realize the things, good or bad, that an

individual can accomplish.

How the tour affected my 
long-term goals:

Before my trip to Washington, D.C., I

was never truly interested in politics

beyond just the basics. While there, I

discovered that I enjoy learning about

different political viewpoints and

expressing my views. It has encouraged me

to find out more about topics that interest

me. Also, I am now interested in taking

more government classes. Maybe someday,

I will return to Washington, D.C., to share

my opinions on current issues!

How it affected my views on
leadership:

This trip has taught me so many things

and how to speak out for what I believe

in is one of them! I was never a good

speaker, but being surrounded by so

many wonderful, intelligent people made

me realize that I could be a GREAT

speaker if I only had the courage to not

just stand up but “stand out”! I am also

more interested in volunteering in my

community or just helping others who

need support.

What would you tell future
delegates:

Going to Washington, D.C., will

change your life forever! You will be

surrounded by wonderful people and see

beautiful things, and the entire time you’ll

be learning about your country without

even noticing! Just remember to wear

comfortable shoes and keep on smiling!

Letter of appreciation:
I just want to thank Gale Cutler, Jane

Walk and all of the chaperones (especially

Byron McCombs) for their support in

making this trip possible. It was nothing

short of amazing, and I love that they 

took time out of their lives to spend with

me and 101 other amazing kids in our

nation’s capital!

—JENNIFER DILLON

What the delegate
says about:

A few of my friends pose with me in
front of Ford’s Theatre.

My friend, Brianne Moody, and I strike
a pose in the Smithsonian Institute.




