
In Washington, D.C., Youth 
Tour stops included Mount Vernon, 
Arlington National Cemetery, the U.S. 
Capitol, National Archives, National 
Cathedral and the Smithsonian 
museums. The students also visited 
the revered Jefferson, Lincoln, FDR, 
MLK, World War II, Vietnam Veterans 
and Korean War Veterans memorials. 
They had dinner one evening at Toby’s 
Dinner Theatre, where they saw the 
play “Grease.”

In addition to taking in the sights of 
the nation’s capital, students 

gained perspective on 
some of today’s important 
issues and their role 

as involved citizens. 
Everyone was able to 
engage with staff and/
or members of Georgia’s 

congressional delegation 
and visit with U.S. Secretary 

of Agriculture Sonny Perdue, a former 
governor of Georgia.

Finally, all state groups convened 
for All-States Youth Day, sponsored by 
the National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association, to learn from public figures 
and other inspirational speakers.

Nearly 50,000 students from rural 
areas and small towns across America 
have participated in this program. 
Some Youth Tour alumni have gone on 
to design airplanes, lead companies 
and serve in the highest ranks of 
government, including the U.S. Senate. 
Many more serve in state and local 
government.
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umter EMC is proud to have 
sponsored Southland Academy 

students Anna Kate Ivey and Tyler 
Joyner as delegates on the 2019 
Washington Youth Tour (WYT). 
The WYT is a weeklong leadership 
experience exclusively for teens 
sponsored by the electric cooperatives 
in Georgia, including Sumter EMC.

From June 13-20, Anna Kate and 
Tyler were part of a Georgia contingent 
that included 115 student delegates,  
13 chaperones and three tour directors. 
Following a kickoff banquet in Atlanta 
for the delegates and their families, the 
group departed the next morning for 
Washington, D.C.

In the nation’s capital, they 
joined 1,800 of their accomplished 
and ambitious peers from across the 
country to learn the importance of civic 
engagement, tour national historic 
sites and gain valuable leadership skills 
they can utilize in their communities. 
Meeting delegates with different 
backgrounds and life experiences 

gave them a broader perspective and 
deeper appreciation of the world at 
large. 

“With a firm commitment to 
enriching our future, the purpose 
of the Youth Tour is to help EMCs 
develop our state’s most precious 
resource, our youth,” says Andrea 
Walker, Vice President of Marketing 
and Administration with Sumter EMC.

S

Sumter EMC offers leadership lessons
to Washington Youth Tour delegates

Sumter Electric Membership Corporation is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

‘Leadership is not about titles, 
positions or flowcharts. It is about  
one life influencing another.’
                                                —John C. Maxwell
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From left, Southland Academy 
seniors Anna Kate Ivey and 
Tyler Joyner represented Sumter 
EMC on the 2019 Washington Youth Tour. 
Anna Kate is the daughter of Sumter EMC 
members Todd and Kasey Ivey. Tyler is the 
son of Sumter EMC members Jeremy and 
Laura Joyner.
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The Washington Youth Tour through my eyes

was honored to be one of the two 
students chosen to attend the 

Washington Youth Tour in the summer 
of 2019. This week was full of amazing 
learning opportunities and leadership 
growth. Our first adventure was a trip 
to George Washington’s home, Mount 
Vernon. We had the privilege of seeing 
it as Washington left it in 1799 when  
he died. 

Washington’s father, Augustine, 
actually built the bottom floor of the 
house and Washington built the rest 
himself. We saw the original banister 
that Augustine Washington built in 
1734, making it older than our country! 
There also are many guest rooms in his 
house, each elaborately decorated. In 
addition to experiencing the interior 
majesty of Mount Vernon, we were able 
to see the view of the Potomac River 
from Washington’s farm and walk  
along its shore. 

In a meeting with our state’s 
congressional delegation, all 115 
delegates from Georgia sat in  
district order to hear from our 
representatives. This time was open  
to any representatives who could  
attend and wanted to share with the 
students. Listening to some of the 
people who help make this country 
successful is a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity that opened my eyes and 
gave me a glimpse into real politics, not 
simply what the media choose to share. 
The encouragement they brought into 
the room inspired every delegate and 
kick-started our day on Capitol Hill. 

I

My second favorite event on the 
WYT calendar was our visit to the 
Arlington National Cemetery, where 
we saw President John F. Kennedy’s 
grave and the eternal flame. At the 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, we 
witnessed the changing of the guard 
and a wreath-laying ceremony. These 
collectively illustrate the lengths that 
Arlington takes to show that no life 
given for this country goes unnoticed 
and how committed our leaders are to 
the success and liberty of the United 
States.

My favorite stop of the tour was 
the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial. 
This man set an extraordinary example 
as to what it means to be a Christian 
leader. Even his memorial shares 
the importance of compassion and 
determination in leadership. To the 
left and right of his statue are walls 
engraved with quotes from some of his 
speeches that touch on these topics. 

 As my tour guide explained, “His 
statue has an unfinished look to it. 
King wanted that to inspire and speak 
to every person who sees it, telling 
them that his job is not done. We now 
have the responsibility to keep up what 
he has started.”

 The 2019 Washington Youth Tour 
was an amazing experience for me and 
has made an incredible impact on my 
leadership journey. I am so thankful to 
the Board of Directors of Sumter EMC 
and the tour coordinators for making 
this trip possible for me and my new, 
lifelong friends.

BY ANNA KATE IVEY
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My inspiring Washington Youth Tour experience
BY TYLER JOYNER

his year I was given the opportunity 
to attend the Washington Youth 

Tour (WYT) as part of a large group of 
teenagers from Georgia. I had a great 
time, met many amazing people and 
made several lifelong friends. The trip 
really opened my mind to how our 
government functions every day. It also 
let us experience numerous tours of the 
incredible monuments and museums in 
our great nation’s capital. 

One place that made a great 
impression on me was the U.S. Capitol, 
where I saw how Congress functions 
and learned the great history behind 
our government. I observed a bill being 
proposed to the U.S. Senate and toured 
different rooms around the building. 

This was an amazing experience. I 
was in the same room where important 
decisions affecting our country are 
made. After our tour, my group got the 
chance to speak with a few politicians. 
I saw a more personal side of them that 
you can’t see on TV or hear on the radio. 
Members of opposing parties seemed 
to get along well with each other. I 
gained an abundance of knowledge and 
enjoyed our stop at the Capitol. 

The one piece of advice I would 
give to future WYT delegates is to have 
fun and enjoy the moment. There are 
so many monuments and museums to 
experience that it can be overwhelming. 
I had to sit back and look around and 
realize I was in the heart of the capital 

of the best country in the world. It was 
great to spend time with new friends 
and make wonderful memories that will 
last forever. The friends I made helped 
make my trip much more enjoyable.

I would like to thank Sumter EMC 
for allowing me to have this amazing 
experience. Also, thanks to all the 
chaperones, tour guides and Senior 
Tour Director Gale Cutler for showing 
us around Washington, D.C. The 
trip would not have been the same 
without these wonderful people who 
volunteered their time away from their 
families. I will always remember this 
trip and the lasting impact it had on  
my life.
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HOW THE 
ELECTRIC CO-OP 

WORKS

BUSINESS PLAN

REPORT

2.  Board defines expectations for 
the co-op’s general manager 
(GM/CEO) and provides policies 
& strategic goals. 3.  GM/CEO interprets 

the board’s 
expectations to 
create a plan.

5. Staff develop and 
oversee programs to 
accomplish their tasks.

6.  GM/CEO collects data from 
staff about their efforts. 

7.  GM/CEO shares results 
with the board.

ENDS 

STATEMENT

POLICIES

STRATEGIC 

GOALS
CO-OP’S PLAN

REPORT

FINDINGS
FINDINGS

Member-owners provide input & 
feedback to board, GM & staff.

1.  Member-owners elect 
board directors.

4.  GM/CEO delegates 
responsibilities to 
staff who help carry 
out the plan.

CO-OP NEWS

25 years of 
givi

ng

25 years of 
givi
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8.  Board reflects on 
policies and updates 
them as needed. 




