
ollowing the 2020 Sumter EMC 
Annual Meeting in August, Dr. 

Cecil Myers was elected by the Board 
of Directors to serve as Chairman. 
Myers has served as a Director for more 
than 30 years and as Vice Chairman 
since 1999. He brings a great depth of 
experience to the position previously 
held by Bob Jernigan, who is stepping 
down as Chairman. 

“I am humbled by the confidence 
the Board of Directors has placed 
in me by electing me as Chairman,” 
Myers says. “I appreciate the legacy of 
leadership established by Mr. Jernigan 
and his predecessors and look forward 
to serving the members of Sumter EMC 
in this role.”

Rene Smith, President/CEO of 
Sumter EMC, says, “The Board of 
Directors and staff at Sumter EMC look 
forward to working with Dr. Myers 

in his new role as Chairman. With 
his experience and leadership skills, 
the board is confident he will do an 
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excellent job leading and serving our 
members well.”

Myers has called Southwest Georgia 
home for many years. He graduated 

from Lee County 
High School in 
1966 and received 
a bachelor of 
science degree 
in biology 
from Georgia 
Southwestern 
College in 1970. 
From there he 
went on to earn 
his doctor of 
dental medicine 
degree from the 

Medical College of Georgia in 1975. He 
has practiced dentistry in Americus for 
more than 40 years. Continued on page 20D

Myers and his wife, Carolyn, are 
members of First United Methodist 
Church of Americus and have three 
adult children and two grandchildren. 
He has served his community in many 
capacities over the years, and the 
Cooperative will benefit greatly from his 
leadership. 

In its 83-year history as a member-
owned service cooperative, Sumter 
EMC has benefited from the knowledge, 
experience and leadership of its Board 
of Directors. For more than 31 years, 
Bob Jernigan’s steady hand and loyal 
service as Chairman of the Board have 
led the cooperative through many 
changes. Jernigan was first elected in 
1971, spent five years as Vice Chairman 
and then became Chairman in 1989.

Jernigan was a farmer in Marion 

Bob Jernigan

‘The Board of Directors and staff at Sumter EMC look 

forward to working with Dr. Myers in his new role as 

Chairman. With his experience and leadership skills, 

the board is confident he will do an excellent job 

leading and serving our members well.’
      —RENE SMITH

Sumter EMC President/CEO
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ver the years, you’ve probably heard or read about 
Sumter EMC’s concern for the communities we 

serve. This is one of the core principles that set cooperatives 
apart from other types of utilities and businesses. We’ve 
always taken this mission and responsibility to heart. It’s 
who we are as a co-op. 

Over the past few months, like so many of you, we’ve 
risen to meet new challenges and strengthened the safety 
net for our community, particularly for those who are most 
vulnerable. Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, we’ve 
made numerous adjustments to programs and operations 
to maintain business continuity while staying focused on 
the bigger mission of helping our consumer-members 
during this turbulent time. 

Now, with the holidays fast approaching, these recent 
events have made us pause and think about the role we play 
in our community. While our purpose is to provide safe and 
reliable energy to you, the members we serve, we have a 
greater mission—to be a catalyst for good. 

You’re probably aware of our Operation Round Up 
program, which uses donations from generous members 
like you who have rounded up the amount due on their 
electric bill to help fund worthwhile local community 
projects and organizations. Donations made by members 
through Operation Round Up truly go a long way and help 
support so many organizations in our local communities. 

O 

Concern for Community:  
A principle that drives co-ops

At the September 2019 Sumter EMC Foundation meeting, 
Sumter County Elementary School was awarded a grant for 
$1,686 to assist with purchasing the technology to produce 
a film project, “Katie Strong,” for the Georgia Short Film 
Academy. 

The second-grade students produced a film to honor 
their classmate, Katie Aycock, and her strength while battling 
cancer. The movie competition is not the only winning part of 
this story. Katie is also a winner in that her recent scans were 
good and she is now enjoying life as a child without cancer 
treatments.

The heartwarming video was quite successful—the 
students won the regional competition and the 2020 state 
competition at the Georgia Short Film Academy. This is just 
one of many stories to remind us that a little pocket change, 
when combined with the contributions of others, can add up 
to life-changing results.  

If you have already enrolled in Operation Round Up, thank 
you! Your generosity continues to make a positive difference 
in the lives of others. If you would like to enroll, signing up is 
easy. Please visit our website, www.sumteremc.com, call  
(229) 924-8041 and speak with a customer service 
representative or stop by any of our three office locations. 

Concern for community is the heart and soul of who we 
are. No matter what the future brings, you can count on your 
electric co-op to care about you.

Left photo, Sumter County Elementary School received a grant for $1,686 from the Sumter EMC Foundation to assist with purchasing 
the technology to produce a film project, “Katie Strong,” for the Georgia Short Film Academy. The second-grade students produced a 
film to honor their classmate, Katie Aycock, right photo, and her strength while battling cancer.
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Ways to save energy in the kitchen

Use your dishwasher efficiently. 
Only run full loads, and avoid 
using the “rinse hold” function 
on your machine for just a few 
dirty dishes; it uses three to 
seven gallons of hot water each 
use. You can also save energy 
by letting your dishes air dry. If 
your dishwasher doesn’t have an 
automatic air-dry switch, simply 
turn it off after the final rinse and 
prop the door open so the dishes 
will dry faster.

Unplug appliances that draw phantom 
energy load. Halloween may be over, but 
it’s possible you have energy vampires in 
your kitchen. Appliances like coffee makers, 
microwaves and toaster ovens draw energy 
even when they’re not in use. The Department 
of Energy has estimated that one home’s 
energy vampires, left plugged in year-round, 
can add from $100 to $200 in wasted energy 
costs. Unplug them when they’re not in use, 
or better yet, use a power strip for convenient 
control. 

When possible, cook with 
smaller appliances. Smaller 
kitchen appliances, like slow 
cookers, toaster ovens and 
convection ovens, are more 
energy efficient than your large 
stove or oven. According to the 
Department of Energy, a toaster 
or convection oven uses one-
third to one-half as much energy 
as a full-sized oven.
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Keep cold air out to save 

energy. Seal air leaks 

around pipes and any 

gaps around chimneys 

and unfinished spaces 

behind cupboards and closets. 

        —Source: energy.gov

Energy Efficiency 
Tip of the Month

County for more than 30 years. 
After personally experiencing 
the improvements from the rural 
electrification program, Jernigan 
was able to merge his background 
into his role at Sumter EMC. He 
represented Sumter EMC in many 
capacities, including serving on 
the Oglethorpe Power Corp. Board 
of Directors, the Georgia Electric 
Membership Corp. Board of 
Directors, and as Chairman of the 

Sumter EMC Board,  
Continued from page 20A 

Board of Georgia Energy Cooperative. 
Jernigan’s name and legacy are 

known throughout the state from 
his years of association with electric 
cooperatives and his tenure on the 
Sumter EMC Board. Fellow Directors, 
staff and employees are grateful for 
the positive impact he has had on 
Sumter EMC and its members through 
his unwavering dedication and years 
of leadership, and for his continued 
service on the Board of Directors. 

Happy Thanksgiving from your Sumter EMC Board  

of Directors and employees!

Sumter EMC offices will be closed Nov. 26 and 27, 

2020. For emergencies, call (229) 924-8041 or  

(800) 342-6978. A dispatcher is on duty 24 hours a day.

Happy Thanksgiving


