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AVOID
UTILITY
SCAMS

Scammers will threaten 
you with everything 

from shutting o� power 
to your home to legal 

action. Don't fall victim 
to these types of scams. 

• Our employees will never 
show up at your door to 
demand payment. 

• Never give personal 
information to an 
unknown caller or visitor. 
Our representatives have 
access to the details they 
need to service 
your account.

• Demands for immediate 
payment by wire transfer, 
cryptocurrency, gift cards 
or cash reload cards 
should immediately 
raise red flags.

• If you think you’ve been 
contacted by a scammer 
falsely representing the 
co-op, please let us know 
as soon as possible. 
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Tips for a safe harvest
griculture is the backbone of our 

country, and our livelihood 
greatly depends on the crops provided 
by American farmers. In addition to 
being one of the most labor-intensive 
professions, farming is considered one 
of the most dangerous jobs in the U.S. 

The hard work and exhaustive labor 
are tough, but rushing the job to save 
time can be extremely dangerous—even 
deadly —when farming near  
electrical equipment. 

Every year, we see collisions in 
which tractors and other farming equip-
ment accidentally collide with utility 
poles and power lines, causing injuries 
and power outages. These dangerous 
accidents can be avoided by looking 
up and checking your surroundings 
when operating large farm machinery. 
If you’re preparing for harvest season, 
keep the following safety tips in mind:
 •  Maintain a 10-foot clearance around 

all utility equipment and in all direc-
tions. 

 •  Use a spotter and deployed flags to 
maintain safe distances from power 

A

lines and other electrical equipment 
when working in the field.

 •  If your equipment makes contact 
with an energized or downed power 
line, call 911 immediately and remain 
inside the vehicle until the power line 
is de-energized. In case of smoke or 
a fire, exit the cab by making a solid 
jump out of the cab (without touch-
ing it), and hop away to safety.

 •  Consider equipment and cargo 
extensions of your vehicle. Lumber, 
hay, tree limbs, irrigation pipes and 

even bulk materials can conduct 
electricity, so keep them out of 
contact with electrical equipment. 

September 19-25, 2021, is 
National Farm Health and Safety 
Week, but practicing safety on the 
farm year-round yields positive 
results. We hope you never find your-
self in a situation in which farming 
equipment contacts power lines or 
poles. But if you do, we hope you’ll 
remember these safety tips.

•  Our employees will never 
show up at your door to 
demand payment. 

•  Never give personal 
information to an 
unknown caller or visitor. 
Our representatives have 
access to the details 
they need to service  your 
account.

•  Demands for immediate 
payment by wire transfer, 
cryptocurrency, gift cards 
or cash reload cards should 
immediately  raise red flags.

•  If you think you’ve been 
contacted by a scammer 
falsely representing the  
co-op, please let us know  
as soon as possible.
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It’s a wrap: 2021 Electric Cooperative Youth Tour
ifferent times call for different 
measures, and this notion 

was front and center recently during 
the Electric Cooperative Youth Tour 
(YTGA), a leadership experience 
designed exclusively for teens and 
sponsored by the electric membership 
cooperatives (EMCs) in Georgia, 
including Sumter EMC.

For more than 50 years, electric 
cooperatives across the state have 
recognized outstanding high school 
students by providing a valuable 
leadership experience, which usually 
involves sending high achievers on 
the Washington Youth Tour (WYT) to 
spend nearly a week in the nation’s 
capital. However, due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, this year’s tour was reshaped 
into a three-day virtual event. 

Held June 22-24, 2021, YTGA 
offered dynamic and interactive 
sessions focused on different aspects 
of leadership—Leadership and Me, 
Leadership and My Community, 
Leadership and My Nation—and 
included personality profiles, small 
group breakouts, photo contests, trivia 
challenges and more. 

Andrea Walker, VP of Marketing 
and Administration at Sumter EMC, 
says, “This year’s Youth Tour provided 

a golden opportunity for student 
delegates to network and connect with 
like-minded teens across the state 
through mentor groups, regional and 
college-specific breakouts, and offline 
chats. Sumter EMC was honored 
to sponsor two local students to 
participate in such an incredible event.” 

Collin Fillingame and Kameron 
Dunnings from Americus-Sumter High 
School (ASHS) were selected to attend 
the 56th annual Electric Cooperative 
Youth Tour. Both students were 
recommended by their high school 
counselor because of their dedication 
to academic success. The tour is a once-
in-a-lifetime leadership experience 
made possible through the generosity  
of the EMCs in Georgia, including 
Sumter EMC. 

Collin Fillingame is the son of 
Sumter EMC Member Letitia Williams. 
He has two siblings, Colton and Ashley. 

Collin was active in several school 
activities at ASHS, including Beta Club, 
Art Club, Yearbook and band, in which 
he played the trombone. Collin also 
played offensive lineman on his high 
school football team.

Math has always been one of 
Collin’s favorite subjects in school. 
He says he stays inspired at home 

and in school by his mother, who also 
happens to be one of his teachers. 

In his spare time, Collin enjoys 
gaming and playing Call of Duty. He 
began his freshman year at Morehouse 
College this fall, where he is majoring 
in political science with hopes of going 
into business law.

Collin had a lot to say about his 
YTGA experience: “I was honored to 
be one of two students from my school 
to attend the tour. Even though the 
event was virtual instead of face-to-
face, it was still fun and informative. 
As a political science major in college, 
I honestly enjoyed learning about 
leadership in my community and 
across the nation. During the first 
day, we listened to speaker Dr. Lauren 
Griffeth from the University of Georgia 
do the leadership ‘DANCE’—Drive, 
Adaptability, Navigation, Charisma 
and Ethics. These were some of the 
characteristics of a leader that were 
taught to us by Dr. Griffeth. Later that 
day, we got our results back from a 
survey we took about our strengths. My 
top five strengths were competition, 
analytical, command, self-assurance 
and significance. These describe me 
perfectly, and I was shocked at the 
results. As you can see, the first day of 
the event was highly eventful, and we 
were just getting started.

“The next day of the tour was just 
as eventful. We started by listening 
to Carrie Barnes, a community 
development consultant, about 
getting involved in local community 
development. Afterward, we learned 
about co-ops in our community and 
how we should choose our college 
experience.

“On the final day of the tour, we 
had an exciting interactive meeting 
with several Georgia legislators, one 
being Georgia U.S. Sen. Raphael 
Warnock, and we even had the 
opportunity to ask him questions. 
Multiple Washington Youth Tour 
alumni took time to meet with us 
and share about their experiences as 

D
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D.C. interns and informed us of the 
boundless opportunities that may arise 
from participating in the Washington 
Youth Tour. 

“All in all, the tour was a great 
opportunity that I will remember 
for the rest of my life. I made new 
friends, got great advice regarding my 
career choice and listened to some 
great speakers. This experience was 
enjoyable, and I am grateful for the 
opportunity to have been a part of it.”

Kameron Dunnings is the son 
of Sumter EMC Members Ulysses 
and Sheanette Dunnings. The second 
of four children, Kameron has two 
brothers, Kwuntaivous and Jaden, and 
one sister, Morgan. He attends New 
Jerusalem Baptist Church in Americus, 
and enjoys fishing, grilling and working 
in the yard in his spare time.

Kameron participated in many 
activities at ASHS, including Beta Club, 
track and field, football and wrestling, 
and he was the recipient of several 
honors and awards, including honor 
graduate. In 2021, he was a part of 
the all-region football team and has 
since received a scholarship to play at 
LaGrange College, where he is pursuing 
a degree in exercise science, with a 
minor in business administration.

Kameron says, “The YTGA has had 
a positive impact on my life. I had the 
opportunity to meet some of the most 

incredible people—current senators, 
entrepreneurs and fellow participants 
of the tour. I felt so empowered with 
my new knowledge of what it takes to 
be a leader, of how co-ops are formed 
and operated, the ins and outs of the 
business world, as well as how to 
never lose sight of what makes you 
genuinely happy. The tour was such a 
phenomenal experience, and certainly 
one I will never forget.”

Student delegates also participated 
in a live virtual town hall with Georgia’s 
members of Congress. They heard from 
Georgia Lt. Gov. Geoff Duncan, learned 

from WYT alumni who have worked 
on Capitol Hill, and collaborated in 
small groups for the chance to win a 
$5,000 college scholarship. In addition, 
participants were eligible to apply 
for an annual $10,000 WYT alumni 
national college scholarship. At the 
conclusion of their virtual experience, 
Sumter EMC awarded Collin and 
Kameron each a $1,000 scholarship to 
help fund their education. 

This year, 39 students from 13 
EMCs participated in the virtual 
event. Georgia’s brightest high school 

Rene Smith, President/CEO of Sumter EMC, presents Collin Fillingame (left) and Kameron Dunnings (right) each with a $1,000 
scholarship to help fund their education.

Continued on page 26D
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students competed for a spot alongside 
other teen volunteers involved in a 
variety of youth service organizations, 
student-athletes, and students in 
academic groups such as Beta Club, 
National Honor Society, Student Council, 
Key Club, Debate Club, Future Business 
Leaders of America, Interact Club, 
Science Olympiad and many others.

Nearly 50,000 students from rural 
areas and small towns across America 
have participated in the Washington 
Youth Tour. Some alumni have become 
broadcasters and journalists. Others 
design airplanes, lead companies, 
and serve in the highest ranks of 
government—including the U.S. 
Senate—and many more are serving  
in some roles in state and local 
government. 

 

2021 Youth Tour, Continued from page 26C

he blistering summer heat isn’t 
far behind us, but it won’t be long 

before you’re turning on the heater and 
your house is full of company for the 
holidays.

In preparation of the cooler 
months, you’re encouraged to head off 
any potential problems by scheduling 
maintenance and safety checks for your 
home’s heating and electrical devices 
now. Here’s where to start:

Furnace—A qualified HVAC tech 
should do a biannual check of your 
system: once in the fall for your heating 
system and again in the spring for air 
conditioning. Before you turn on the 
heat, make sure your system is in good, 
working condition. The tech can spot 
problems before they ruin your system 
or shut down when your house is full of 
company.

Thermostats—If your home 
doesn’t have a programmable 
thermostat, you could be paying more 
to heat and cool your home than you 
have to. Programmable thermostats 
automatically turn the heat up or down, 
depending on the times of day your 

T family is home or away.
Ground-fault circuit 

interrupters—A licensed electrician 
can install ground-fault circuit 
interrupters (GFCIs) in your bathroom, 
kitchen and laundry room, and near 
hot tubs, pools and under windows. 
All of those areas have the potential 
to get wet, and a GFCI will shut off the 
electricity to an appliance when it does 
get wet. In addition, it can interrupt a 
circuit if it’s overcharged.

Smoke alarms and carbon 
monoxide detectors—If you don’t have 
them near all bedrooms in your home, 
it’s time to install them. Then, check 
them twice a year to make sure they’re 

still working and that they have fresh 
batteries.

Overloaded outlets—You can 
overload an electrical circuit by 
plugging in an appliance that uses 
a heavy amount of electricity into a 
circuit that is designed for a smaller 
load. This may include a range, 
dishwasher, refrigerator or even some 
entertainment systems and exercise 
equipment. You can also overload a 
circuit by using a power strip to plug 
in too many appliances into a single 
outlet. Overloading an outlet could 
cause a fire. Be sure to ask a licensed 
electrician to inspect your home for 
potential circuit overloads.

Fall checklist: Check for safety, maintenance issues

Kameron Dunnings (left) and Collin Fillingame engage in a session during this year’s virtual 
Washington Youth Tour. 


